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When Kevin Roose leaves his Ivy League confines to 
spend a semester at Liberty University, a conservative 
Baptist school in Lynchburg, Virginia, obedience is no 
longer optional. Hilarious and heartwarming, respectful 
and thought-provoking, THE UNLIKELY DISCIPLE 
will inspire and entertain believers and nonbelievers 
alike.

Published in March 2009, the Grand Central •	
Publishing hardcover (978-044-17842-6) received 
great reviews and has gone back to press five times 
since publication.
The •	 New York Times says “Roose’s ‘amateur 
ethnography’ is most useful not for its quick glosses 
of political and doctrinal issues, but for its vivid, 
sunny and skeptical portrait of life among the 
saved.”
Amazingly and completely by chance, the author got •	
the final interview with the late Reverend Falwell for 
the Liberty school paper.

In the popular immersion journalism tradition of The Year of Living 
Biblically, a college sophomore spends a semester investigating 

Liberty University, the Reverend Jerry Falwell’s “Bible boot camp.”
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“[Roose] tells his story entertainingly...
level-headed, nuanced, keenly observant.”

—Booklist
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“Roose may be young...but he writes like a 
seasoned veteran.”

—Publishers Weekly


