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of an Addict's Free Fall

PORTRAIT OF AN ADDICT AS A YOUNG
MAN : A MEMOIR
Bill Clegg

"Bill Clegg's PORTRAIT OF AN ADDICT AS A
YOUNG MAN stands up to Frederick Exley's great
memoir of alcoholism, A Fan's Notes. It is
perhaps even higher praise to think of PORTRAIT
OF AN ADDICT AS A YOUNG MAN as Salinger's
The Catcher in the Rye on crack. But really,
finally, forget the comparisons. Read the book."
—Michael Cunningham, author of The Hours

Available in international B-Format. Bill Clegg had a thriving
business as a literary agent, representing a growing list of highly
acclaimed writers. He had a supportive partner, trusting
colleagues, and loving friends. Seemingly out of the blue, he
embarked on a two-month crack binge and flung everything away
—his home, his money, his career, and very nearly his life.

What is it that makes an exceptional young mind want to
disappear? Clegg makes startlingly clear the attraction of the drug
that had him in its thrall. In scene after scene he captures the
drama, tension, and paranoiac nightmare of a secret life—and the
exhilarating bliss that came again and again until it was eclipsed
almost entirely by doom. He also explores the shape of addiction,
how its pattern—not its cause—can be traced to the past. Lyrical,
irresistible, harsh, and honest, PORTRAIT OF AN ADDICT AS A
YOUNG MAN is an utterly compelling, beautifully written
narrative from which you simply cannot look away.

BILL CLEGG is an agent with William Morris Endeavor. PORTRAIT
OF AN ADDICT AS A YOUNG MAN is his first book.

Account: Account#: Date:

PO: Shipper:

SEA/AIR (Please indicate)

E_—‘] hachette Fax: 1.212.364.0933 Tel: 1.212.364.1285 international@hbgusa.com

BOOK GROUP



