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“Flannery O’Connor lives and breathes—and spits 
fi re—in Brad Gooch’s portrait of the too short life 
of the peacock-loving writer who dealt in the dark 
grotesqueries of human nature.”  —Vanity Fair

The landscape of American literature was fundamentally changed 
when Flannery O’Connor appeared on the scene with her first 
book, Wise Blood. Now, with wit and authority, Gooch brings to life 
O’Connor’s significant friendships with Robert Lowell, Elizabeth 
Hardwick, and Walker Percy, among others, and illuminates the 
sources of her unique fictional material. He reveals this canonical 
American writer in all her profundity and humanity.

In hardcover, FLANNERY (LB, 978-0-316-00066-6, 3/09) was one of the  ■
year’s most widely and enthusiastically reviewed books, featured on the front 
page of the New York Times Book Review and in more than 70 magazines and 
newspapers throughout the country. It is a fi nalist for the National Book Critics 
Circle Award, which will be announced on March 11th.

FLANNERY spent eight weeks on the SIBA bestseller list, four weeks on the  ■
GLBA/MBA list, and two weeks on the New York Times extended hardcover 
bestseller list.

“An engaging, sympathetic, and yet intellectually 
scrupulous biography.” —New York Review of Books

“Gooch is brilliant on O’Connor’s fi ction, passionate and 
smart, able to contextualize both the individual pieces 
and the scope of the career.” —Los Angeles Times
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The bestselling biography of Flannery O’Connor—also a fi nalist for 
the National Book Critics Circle Award—is now in paperback!


