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American dynasties are rare in the extreme, and among 
them no family name stirs emotion in our time as does 
“Kennedy.” We were reminded of this anew with the 

death, on August 25, 2009 at 77 years old, of Edward Moore 
Kennedy, the last surviving brother of the clan’s storied genera-
tion—a generation that included, among nine siblings, Jack and 
Bobby as well as Ted. With the senator’s death, a chapter in a 
thunderous saga comes to an end, a chapter that featured the very 
greatest triumphs and the darkest tragedies. In this commemo-
rative book from the editors of LIFE, the Kennedys’ remark-
able story is retold—the clan’s rise from the poverty of America’s 
great immigrant stock to the highest heights of power and influ-
ence.  The constant drama and great glamour that are hallmarks 
of the Kennedy saga are captured by LIFE in a riveting narrative 
and characteristically stunning photography, much of which first 
appeared in the pages of the storied magazine. In this book, all 
the Kennedys come to life.
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