
"Like the numbers on those lottery fortunes, this book's a
winner."—Publisher's Weekly (Starred review)

"Tasty morsels delivered quickly and reliably."—Kirkus

“Lee’s book is an addictive dim sum of fact, fun, quirkiness, and
pathos. It’s Anthony Bourdain meets Calvin Trillin.”—Mary
Roach, author of Stiff and Spook

In the tradition of Erik Schlosser's Fast Food Nation, Trevor
Corson's The Zen of Fish, and Anthony Bourdain Kitchen
Confidential, New York Times reporter Jennifer 8. Lee travels
across the United States and then back to China in order to trace
the history of Chinese food in Western culture. Now in paperback.

In a compelling blend of sociology and history, Chinese‐American
Jennifer 8. Lee traveled the world and almost every state in the
country. Her journey provides fascinating insights into the
surprising origins of the fortune cookie; the debate over the true
inventor of chop suey; and what can only be described as "The
Great Kosher Duck Scandal," a window into the special
relationship between Jews and Chinese food. The story of Chinese
food is a tale of immigration, assimilation, and adaptation. For
anyone who has ever found wisdom within a fortune cookie,
Jennifer 8. Lee’s chronicles will offer revelations, with pleasure
and wonder.
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JENNIFER 8 LEE, the daughter of Chinese immigrants and a fluent
speaker of Mandarin Chinese herself, grew up eating her
mother's authentic Chinese food in her family's New York City
kitchen before graduating from Harvard in 1999 with a degree in
Applied Mathematics and economics and studying at Beijing
University. At the age of 24, she was hired by the New York Times,
where she is a metro repoter and has written a variety of stories
on culture, poverty, and technology.
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