
“CHILD 44 is a rare blend of great insight, excellent writing, 
and a refreshingly original story.  Favorable comparisons to 
GORKY PARK are inevitable, but CHILD 44 is in a class of its 
own.”  —Nelson DeMille

 “An amazing debut — rich, different, fully-formed, mature...
and thrilling.”— Lee Child

Rights sold in over 20 countires
Film rights sold to Ridley Scott and Fox 2000

Superior to the decadent West, Stalin’s Soviet Union strives to be a 
paradise for its workers.  Leo Demidov, an officer for the State Se-
curity force, knows this better than most.  To defend this workers’ 
paradise—and to guarantee a secure life for his parents, and for 
his wife, Raisa—Leo has spent his career guarding against threats 
to the State.  Ideological crimes—crimes of thought, crimes of dis-
loyalty, crimes against the revolution—are forcefully suppressed, 
without question.  

Then the impossible happens. A murderer is on the loose killing at 
will.  Leo finds himself demoted and denounced by his enemies.  
The only way to salvage what remains of his life is to uncover this 
criminal.  But this is officially paradise, it’s a crime to suggest that a 
serial killer is in their midst.  Leo confronts the vast resources and 
reach of the security forces to find and stop a criminal that the 
State won’t admit even exists.
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CHILD 44
A NOVEL

Tom Rob Smith

TOM ROB SMITH is a 28-year-old screenwriter.  He graduated 
from Cambridge in 2001.  CHILD 44 is his first novel.
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