[image: image1.jpg]@9 LITTLE, BROWN AND COMPANY
BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

   Contact:  Melanie Chang



   Little, Brown Books for Young Readers 



   212.364.1167 / melanie.chang@hbgusa.com 

IN SUSPICIOUS COINCIDENCE, Little, Brown Books for Young Readers 

TO PUBLISH NEW WORKS FROM both Lemony Snicket & Daniel Handler

Elusive Author Lemony Snicket to Pen New Series

Acclaimed Author Daniel Handler to Collaborate with Maira Kalman on First Novel for Teens 

New York, NY [November 12, 2009] —Internationally bestselling author Lemony Snicket will publish his highly anticipated next series with Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, it was announced today by Megan Tingley, the division’s Senior Vice President and Publisher.  This will be the first new series by Mr. Snicket since his phenomenally successful A Series of Unfortunate Events.  The new series will include four hardcover titles, the first of which will launch in 2012.

In an apparent coincidence, Tingley also announced today that Mr. Snicket’s social and literary representative, the critically acclaimed author Daniel Handler, will publish his first young adult novel with Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, featuring exquisite full-color illustrations by award-winning artist, picture book creator, and New York Times blogger Maira Kalman.  The novel will be released in 2011.

Lemony Snicket is best known for his internationally bestselling A Series of Unfortunate Events series, which has sold over 60 million copies worldwide, has been translated into 39 languages, and was adapted into a feature film starring Jim Carrey and Meryl Streep.  Meanwhile, the writing of Mr. Snicket’s representative, Daniel Handler, has been described as “linguistic pyrotechnics” by Publishers Weekly, “shrewdly funny” by the New Yorker, and "Like Kafka on Prozac" by Newsday.  Handler has penned several novels for adults, including The Basic Eight, Watch Your Mouth, and Adverbs.  

Mr. Snicket is following his long-time editor Susan Rich, who has joined the Little, Brown Books for Young Readers group in the newly created position of Editor-at-Large.  In addition to editing the new Lemony Snicket series, Ms. Rich will acquire and work with other authors including, in an unusual twist of fate, Daniel Handler.

“We were stunned and, frankly, slightly alarmed, to discover that Little, Brown will be playing a key role in Lemony Snicket’s dramatic new publishing adventure,” noted Ms. Tingley.  “But we are proud to be joining forces with this literary genius along with the talented Mr. Handler, Ms. Kalman, and Ms. Rich.  While I wish I could tell you more, I’m afraid I have been sworn to secrecy, but trust me: These will be highly inventive and entertaining works that will enthrall Lemony Snicket’s legions of fans as well as firmly establish Mr. Handler as a force to be reckoned with in the world of young adult literature.” 
Rich remarked, “I am tremendously excited to join the impressive team at Little, Brown Books for Young Readers.  I am especially thrilled to be introducing a new voice to the teen market as strong as Daniel’s, in this new brilliant collaboration with illustrator Maira Kalman.  I suppose that I am glad that Lemony Snicket is also coming along with me to my new home, but to be totally honest, being followed by someone like that can be both flattering and unnerving.”  

When reached by telephone for comment, Mr. Snicket said, “I have long admired the literary efforts of Daniel Handler and was drawn to LBYR for this reason.  In fact, at great personal risk, I rushed straight over to his home to congratulate him.  Unfortunately, my enthusiastic knocking at his door has not gained me entrance.  He must be out, or asleep.”  

Daniel Handler commented, “I was distressed to learn that Little Brown Books for Young Readers would also be offering the works of Lemony Snicket and have insisted that my book be published first.  No one knows better than I that his writing delves into dangerous material, and inspires a spectrum of villainous reaction. In fact, I think I hear a nefarious knocking at the door right now!”

The books were acquired in a US rights deal by Megan Tingley and Editorial Director Jennifer Hunt from the Charlotte Sheedy Literary Agency.   
Little, Brown Books for Young Readers is a division of Hachette Book Group, a leading trade publisher based in New York and a division of Hachette Livre, the second-largest publisher in the world.  Hachette Book Group’s product lines include adult, illustrated, religious, children’s, and audio books under the Little, Brown and Company, Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, Grand Central Publishing, FaithWords, Center Street, Orbit, Yen Press, and Hachette Book Group Digital Media imprints. For more information, visit www.hbgusa.com.
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